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To those who have been told they couldn’t break the cycle of prison and poverty. Yonu
all are not alone. Y ou're going make it ont.



Contents

1. Inthe Beginning......ccccoovriiieieeiie e 1
2. When | Get Old Enough.......cceeeiiiieciiiiieeeee e, 5
3. AWaAY QUL 10
4. Look BOoth Ways......ccovvviiiiiiiiiiicniieee e 13
5. A Grandson’s Cry ....cccceeeecccieeeeeeeeeecccrireeee e e e e e 15
6. Family Matters......ccoocveeiieiiieeeeee e, 20
7. High School.........ooviiieiiiieeee e, 29
8. Brotherhood.......cccccceeieiieiiiiieeeee e, 36
9. Fourthand Seven ........cccocvvvveeiieei e, 40
0T Y ST 44
11. Drama onthe East Side ....oovveviieicciiieeeeeeeeeeeee, 46
1 V[ 1 ST 48
13. The Day before Prom.......cccceeeeeeccinveeeeee e, 51
14. Murder Was the Case........cccceecuveeeieiiveeeescieee e 57
15. Headed to the Clem......cccvveviiciiieiiceee e, 60
16. Cruising Down Cedargrove.......cccccvvveeeeeeeeveccnvvvnnenn. 63
17. Granny, DONt Cry ..o, 68
18. You Lied tO Me...ccoeeriieeeieee e 73
19. | Heard @ VOICE....ccccuvieeeeeieee ettt 76
20. Survive Your Struggle ......ccovveeeeeieeicicciieeeeeee e, 81
21. ReinstatemeNnt . ......cuviviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeene 86
22, M SOITY oottt e e e eanes 89
23. Suburban Philosophies Teaching Urban Children...94
24. Have Self-Motivation........ccccceevcieeeicccieee e 101
25. ONE BaCKPACK ..vvvveeeeeieeieiiiieeeee e 105
26. Walkin Faith......cccccoiiiiicee e, 110



27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Far Away from HOme .......cccceeeeiiiieeecciee e, 116
Brothers Will Be Brothers ........ccccceevviieeeiiniiieeenns 120
UNAErdog ..cceeeevieeeeiiiee ettt 123
Back to Virginia ......ccccveeeveiiieeiiiiieee e esieee e 125
You’re Not Gonna Make It .......cccevvevinieeinieennnen. 128
NEXE STEP .uuvvrerrririiiiiiiiiiiriee e 133
LaSt Ride ...ceeeiiieeeeiieee e 139
Fire Up Chips!....uciiiiieee e 145
A New Ball Game......cccovcvieviiiiieecceeee e 149
| Did It! Never Give Up on Your Dreams................ 156
New Responsibilities......ccccceecceviiieeeiiieicciieeeee, 162
Brotherly Love.....ccccvviveeiiiiceeeeee e, 167
What's Your WAy? ........oovieviiieiiieee e, 171
Message from Darius .......cccceeeevvveeeencieeeeerieeeeenns 175

About the AUTNOr ......eieeeeeeeeeee e 179



Message to My Readers

I sincerely feel led to insist that you learn from the mistakes I’'ve made
in my life. Let me show you the perseverance and mental toughness it
took for a troubled teen from Detroit, with no guidance, to overcome
systematic oppression and prove to his father he could beat the odds—
by becoming a first-generation college student, athlete, and

graduate. All children deserve a chance to make a mistake and learn
from it, without it costing them their livelihood. What happened to me
put many obstacles in my way of trying to become a contributing

member of society. I don’t want that to happen to anyone else.

This book was neither written or intended to cause hurt or
diminish anyone’s character in any way, shape, or fashion. It was
written to spark a conversation with employers, key political
representatives, and decision-makers to explain why reforming juvenile
justice legislations is essential in restoring opportunity to youth
nationwide. According to Carmen E. Daugherty, policy director for
Campaign for Youth Justice, it is estimated that over 200,000 youth
under the age of eighteen are sent into adult correctional facilities each
year, frequently for misdemeanor nonviolent offenses. Join me as I

fight for cultural and social reconstruction.

It is evident to say that our nation’s potential is incumbent on the
success of our youth. It is my hope and prayer that my story and this
book will give truth and courage to anyone who wants to make a
difference in his or her life. For this reason, I feel fully committed to
proclaiming that it is not where you start as much as it is how you
finish.

To all those who may feel incarcerated now, I promise you there is
a way out of the four brick walls that surround you, not only within the

criminal justice system, but the communities we all live in. This is a
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battle we all must fight, and if you believe in this mission, please join

me as we break down the walls of inequality facing our youth.

Darins Pettwoy



Foreword

I remember Darius, a bright, articulate young man. I remember the
hunger in his eyes to accomplish his goals. I remember his work ethic:
every day he came with homework completed; every time he had a
question he was in my office getting additional help. I remember
Darius as a student to whom other students were drawn. His
commitment to himself and his future made a positive difference in the
classroom. What I remember the most, though, is Darius's desite to
help and inspire others. It was clear to me this came from his
upbringing—the love, support, and interaction with his family. It was
an honor and pleasure to work with Darius, to help him move forward

towards his dreams. It is an honor to continue to know him.
— Ms. Deborah Olson-Dean

Retired college professor

Professor Deborah Olson-Dean



